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1 . FISHING BY TOGOLESE PLAYS LITTLE ROLE IN THE 
MONETIZED TOGOLESE ECONOMY. A GOT-OWNED TWO BOAT FLEET 
FISHES OUT OF THE PORT OF LOME AND SEVERAL VILLAGES ALONG 
THE COAST DO SUBSISTENCE FISHING WITH MOTORIZED DUGOUTS 
WHICH LAY NETS THAT ARE PULLED IN BY THE VILLAGERS ON THE 
SHORE. ALL THE CATCH IS LOCALLY CONSUMED. 
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2. FISH, HOWEVER, IS A MAJOR SOURCE OE PROTEIN IN THE 
TOGOLESE DIET. IN 1976, TOGO IMPORTED 12,862.3 TONS 
OE EISH VALUED AT 719,845,265 CEA ERANCS. A TOGOLESE 
PRIVATE COMPANY, SOCIETE TOGOLAISE DES MAREYEURS, 

ABBRIVEIATED SOTOMAREY, CURRENTLY CONTROLS 80 PERCENT OF 
THE TOGOLESE FISH MARKET. SOTOMAREY'S MAJOR SHAREHOLDERS 
ARE GOVERNMENT OFEICIALS. 

3. THE NATIONAL EISHERIES OEFICE, NOMINALLY UNDER THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, IS THE GOVERNMENT AGENCY WHICH 
REGULATES EISHING. THE NATIONAL FISHERIES OEEICE IS AN 
INDEPENDENT POLICYMAKING AGENCY WITH A MONOPOLY CONTROL 
OP PISHING IN TOGOLESE TERRITORIAL WATERS. THE NATIONAL 
EISHERIES OEEICE CHARTER IS TO PROMOTE THE ADOPTION 

OP MORE EPPICIENT PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES, TO NEGOTIATE 
JOINT VENTURES WITH FOREIGN PISHING CONCERNS, AND TO 
NEGOTIATE BILATERAL FISHING AGREEMENTS. THE ENPORCEMENT 
AGENCY WITHIN THE NATIONAL EISHERIES OFPICE IS THE 
EISHERIES SERVICE. POACHING BY UNAUTHORIZED VESSELS IS NOT 
A SIGNIFICANT FACTOR FOR TOGO. TO THE BEST OP THE EMBASSY'S 
KNOWLEDGE, TOGO HAS NEVER SEIZED A VESSEL POR POACHING OR 
TRESPASSING IN NATIOANL WATERS. SUCH A SEIZURE WOULD IN 
THEORY LEAD TO A BAN ON PURTHER PISHING BY THAT VESSEL. 

4. TOGO PERMITS POREIGN PISHING. THE SOVIET UNION IS THE 
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PRINCIPAL NATION FISHING WITH HOST GOVERNMENT CONSENT AND 
SUPPLIES SOTOMAREY. PROZEN AND CANNED PISH PRODUCED 
BY THE RUSSIAN FLEET HAVE BECOME A MAJOR SOURCE OP PROTEIN IN 
THE INLAND TOGOLESE DIET. AN INTERRUPTION OF THE FLOW OF 
FISH INLAND WOULD HAVE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL RAMIPICATIONS 
POR TOGO. THE GOT SIGNED A BILATERAL PISHING AGREEMENT WITH LIBYA 
ON DECEMBER 7, 1977 CREATING THE "SOCIETE ARABE 
LYBIENNE TOGOLAISE DE PECHE. " THE PIRST PISHING VESSEL OF 
THIS GROUP ARRIVED IN TOGO IN APRIL. THERE ARE ALSO A HALE 
DOZEN GHANAIAN BOATS PISHING OFP TOGO. 

4. TO DATE, THE TOGOLESE HAVE PAID LITTLE ATTENTION TO 
EISHERIES QUESTIONS, PARTICULARLY THAT OF FOREIGN PISHING. 
HOWEVER, COASTAL PISHING IS ONE OP THE QUESTIONS THAT IS 
BEING EXAMINED BY ECOWAS AS AN AREA POR POTENTIAL COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT. IN THE LAST TWO YEARS TOGO HAS ESTABLISHED A 
TWO-BOAT NAVY, A ONE SHIP MERCHANT MARINE PLEET, AND 
DECLARED A 200 MILE ECONOMIC ZONE. IT IS THEREPORE 
LOGICAL TO ASSUME THAT THE QUESTION OF FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT 
WILL SHORTLY CTME UNDER REVIEW. THE POTENTIAL POR DEVELOPMENT 
OP AN OFPSHORE PISHING INDUSTRY EXISTS. PALMER 
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